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The full text of the Pittsburg Historic District Ordinance,
(Section XXI 
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 The purpose of the Special Zoning District - Main 
Street Overlay is to foster a robust and viable 
downtown as a commercial business, civic, 
entertainment, and cultural center with its own unique
identity. It will also provide a mechanism to establish 
special land use regulations, signage standards, 
building designs, site planning, and procedures in a 
defined area.

Within the Main Street Overlay (also referred to as 
Main Street or Downtown), specific ordinances govern 

https://www.pittsburgtexas.com/home
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required permits. They also must be discussed /approved with the Main Street Advisory Board to decide 
if the project will support the standards maintaining the Historic appearance of downtown.

Getting a Project Approved for Main Street Overlay District

 If you are changing or altering the outside of the building within the Main Street Overlay, including 
Signage, beyond routine upkeep and maintenance (Example: repainting the same color) these steps 
must be followed:

https://www.pittsburgtexas.com/services/permits
https://www.pittsburgtexas.com/departments/main-street/historic-district-construction-and-renovation-234
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Main Street Design Guidelines: Changes to the outside Facade of a Main Street Building must comply 
with the historical preservation of the building and emulate as much as possible the period of the early 
1900s.  Pictures and designs of Pittsburg's downtown from this period are available through working 
with the Main Street Coordinator and the Texas Historical Commission. The process will aid with design 
and planning as well as the approval process. Matching the original materials, style, and colors of the 
time frame as much as possible is preferable and keeps the historic character of downtown intact.
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Signage
Pittsburg's sign ordinance is designed to protect the historic character of the downtown district. 
Uncontrolled Signage creates a counter-productive visual clutter to developing a healthy downtown 
economy and can hide or detract from the architectural details of older buildings. Over-sized signs, badly
located, poorly designed, not professionally created, or to numerous decrease the attractiveness of 
historic properties and make downtown less visually appealing.
If changing or altering Signage, beyond routine upkeep and maintenance, the Main Street Advisory 
Board must approve the sign before it is installed and must be brought up to compliance with Main 
Street requirements.

Temporary signs for Grand Opening or Coming Soon require permits must comply with City Sign 
ordinances and have a limit of no more than 30 days.

Minor temporary signs, such as For Lease or Help Wanted, do not require approval or permits. Banners 
are considered temporary and not allowed as permanent Signage.

How Many Signs? How Big?
Each building may have up to two signs 
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Signage Permits are required for all permanent Signage for businesses in the City of Pittsburg. Please
complete and turn into Pittsburg City Hall to the building inspector. If you have any permit questions,
please contact City Hall.

Pittsburg City Hall
200 Rusk St, Pittsburg TX 75686
Phone: 903.856.3621

Signage permits are located on the City Website /Services/Permits
https://www.pittsburgtexas.com/services/permits

There is a fee for all sign permits.

City of Pittsburg Ordinances for Historic District and Special Zoning Main Street

SECTION XV - B-1 LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

https://www.pittsburgtexas.com/services/permits
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http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/DocViewer.jsp?docid=95&z2collection=pittsburg#JD_Ch. 14A, Section XXII
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http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/DocViewer.jsp?docid=95&z2collection=pittsburg#JD_Ch. 14A, Section XXIII
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HISTORICAL DISTRICT AND LANDMARK DISTRICT
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application and approve or disapprove the same and such finding and ruling of the City Council
shall be binding upon all parties.
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